
'TWILL BE A GREAT ZOO
The Government's Constantly In¬

creasing Collection of Animals.

TO BE MOVED TO NEW PARK.

IW Present Qnarta»re Hnw the Animal*
Show Their IVeullarltlr* The Baby Buf-
ftlntad llaK'laliir* TlieValnabI* Puma.
Aifora Goala am Butter*.

TTE FASCINATION cx-
ern»i! by wild animals
over huaian being* in one

of the strnnpe«t tl> ngs
about civilization. Hie
more a man becomes i titi¬
vated the more he is d -awn

to look at the lower mier
of brutes in their native
tnte of untntned ferocity.
This fact has been very
profi tabl v utilized by *how-
inen of all description*, and
the exhibition of wild ani¬
mal* ha* become one of

I '^e »tan«tord method* of
I making a living, being

simply the supplying of a

natural demand for both
amusement and ir.forir.a-

¦k. n tion.
Hence the collection of animals that has

grown up in this city l>ehind the Smithsonian
building. known in standard English as the
"/oo." m today » Tie of tho moot interesting
spots to whicii ail visitor* to this city are drown
»o«>ner or later in their conrue anoits the
*"«iKlits."' When a Stab report! r visit**! the
Zoo the other day he foanri » very v>4-
Jeetion. but it is t>>e nnelcns for what. it Is
hoped. wi'l be Ute finest colleetion of animal*
in this country, it has a raiiier peculiar his¬
tory. h. t- .< the outgrowth not "fa first definite
Ui'M. for the formation of .-m il an attraction,
but of an entirely different motive. Up to
three or four years ago all animal* sent to
the institution t<> be utilized in the pursuit of
th*j scientific studies carried on then were dis¬
sected. and thus made to furnish their quota
of information to the general fund. A large
number of live animals wert\ from time to
tine, contributed, and at last the specimens
became to be of a valuable nature. *o tb:'' one
da\ one o; them wan kept, out of the kindness
of heart <<f the scientist into who** hands he fell,
and put iito a cage. This led to other anim..ls
bem;; -p.ire«i from time to time. until there were
too many oa.'i s standing around ill the National
Museum ami the Smithsonian fur comfort, and
n p!.ui was devised to preserve the spe'imers
in a regttfar manner. and then the idea of the
present /oo was gent rated.

THE :X1IL RFOrTCVINO.

A small building was erected at the rear of
the old structure and determined systematic
efforts were made by Prof. Hon.aday.tho cura¬

tor of live animals, to secure specimens of all
the llvir. ^ Amen n aritnals that st emi-d likely
to disappear. through persistent hunting ..r
otherwise, so that a collection i o.ild be formed
that would show th'' fauns. «<f thi* continent,
¦neh a.- might be utterly impossible fifty or a
hundred ye-»r> fri>:u now. i he buff.il:> was the
animal which llr. Hornaduy had part! -nL-irlv in
mini. for reports from '.he west indicated that
that magnificent indi^en->ii* creature w is fast
disappearing from iht piaius. lli- . 'Torts were
ver . B'ucce.-sf.d. tlion^h in a sinaii vr ;y at first,
and ti^iay there lias t»:i n accumulated a c< .lec¬
tion of specimen* sneh as will. 11. a lew years,
be quite out o? the que-tion to dupheat'.
A small hard < >1 buff do was s< . nred from n

wealthy gi-ntlruak in i'etroit, ai.J this made
the ti: si mr ortant contr.buuon. Then "buf¬
falo Ujll gave a magnificent wapiti. or e;k,
which add' I considerably to tlie growing hn
portame of the aggiegatioa of an'xsii 1
nature. The quarters for the animal- were '-r.-
hirgt J until they reachd their present limit,
about a year ago. Contributions are bein.r re¬
ceived every week or so fr>.m persons inter¬
ested ir. the work of preserving the specimen *,
and slowlv ihe Zoo i- growing into proportions
th., t entitle it to better quarters.

Tin ZOO PAKK.
Tho-e quarters have been provided, ar.d it is

now but a matter of a few months *iefere Wash¬
ington can bou-t of a zoological garden easily
rivaling that ii »entral l'arn in Ne-v Yorx. tlioee
in the parks of tbicago or tha. iu Fairmonnt
E*rk in Philadelphia. The project for a large
park on Hock creek adj. i ling tue gr« at na-
ttoaal park hat: been siKcc -fr.l. t.nd tol l- the
work of preparing tL ; grouial lor die reception
of visitors and the erect:»>!, . f bnil'iings i« pro¬
gressing at a very i>atis.4ctory rate, which
promises completion in a comparatively short
time.
This Christmas -now is rrvther hard on the

a&imala tucked awav behind the Smithsoi. a i

building, confined as they are in their smal!
pens, where they are unable to romp for
warmth. The buffalo, with their great shaggy
fnr. are bett.-r <¦}! than .. of the <.r! ers. an I
they star.d together, huddled up as it on the
plains, making the bert of a bad bit of weather.
Their number has recently been increase d to

¦even by the arrival of a small infant bisou
(that word is considered incorrect by toe
scientists . now about *i\ weeks old, which has
formed one of the popular sensation* of the
town t-m-T since her advent into the Zo<>. The
contributor in this ca?e is a line ci>w b'lffalo.
one of th« original herd, which is now the
proudest 'f theai all. The infant is thriving in
its captivity, and seems likt ly to grow up to be¬
an big and ugly and hideous as it- failicr or its
mother, unless something horrible and unfore¬
seen occurs to jar the family happiness of this
queer collection. The baby buffalo, as it is
tenderly called by the populace, has be« n
visited since its birth by thousands of people,
who were somewhat disappointed to ti:id lhat

nothing but a little Lirowu calf, just like

tbk uid or bcttaux.

any of thoas th it may be seen in almost any
Marviand or Virginia past ire. and tliat it did
aot have an enormous head or a very shaggy
coat and tremend<>us horns with whn-ii to gore
and kill. The popular idea of tl.e buffalo, in
tact, has been coaaiderably sho-keil by the
presentation made by this herd, and the baby
haa impuned the reputation of the animal for
bilge grandeur and regality. A lady standing
by the wira netting that forms the limit of their
range tha other day gave the "babv" u ii .me
when it came up to her ai l kissed her har:d
gallantly.she ia <>f the feminine |>erauaaion. the
hahy.which h»s ramair.eii a fixture around the
Zoo despite other attempts to fasten various
sorts of cognomeus upon this poor helpless in¬

fant. She immortalized both hers<l; and the
keeper of these animals by christening the buf¬
falo "May Weedon."

THE rSKSXXT QCABTKBS.
The quarter* are arranged with a view to the

.ooncmy of space aa well as material and form

. large and rather awkward circle around a

central building, into
which each of the out-
spring-.ng compartments
has an outlet. In tlii*
building are the shel¬
ters for the animais dur¬
ing a storm, and here are
th< lares and penstes
of ?h^-ir joint households.
The com;strtmt nts are
kept separate inside the
building as well as out¬
side. for the problem
of a modern Noah s Ark
has not yet been solved.
.The buffalo have the
largest amount of room,
on the south side of the
4ncloanre. with the
small deers next, on the
west. The northwest
corner (this circle has

Knm wkkdoh. corners) is devoted to
the black-tailed and mute deer, while the
elk stands magnificent and alone in

compartment between these deer^ad the Angora gouts. The elt is a bad
llow, and his temper is snch as to prevent

kim from having any company in his captivity.
Hie great, spreading antlers are usually en-

ffsged in trying to -hook down the netting s'bove
lis head, and he sometimes stands for hours
with these enormous prongs fastened into tha

me«hes. wriggling this way and that without
any swmmg d<sign but to lie <!ontrirv. The
photograph of him from wL.ob this cut wm
ma Witt, taken from inside the inclimure, the
reporter advancing to within whnt *fmrd to be
ft safe snap «bot distance, while Keeper Weedon
stood behind him and threatened the elk with
a large stick. The animal stood at bo v at the
other eti'l of the cage waving hi« antlers and
gi» nig vent to a p. ruii.tr snori, which indicated
a certain amount of bud temper. In the
buffalo compartment the animal* had been
driven together with *ome diflicultv, and the
.nap was taken in great h.i-te. The cow had
ol>ject«nl to be photographed. and wa« driven
into a corner of the raxing on I v through the
persuasiveness of a stout club in the hand* of
Mr. Weedon.

ANGORA GOATS.

Next to the eU is u fine collection of Angora
goats. beautiful animala, wi»h long, silky hair
ami gracefully turned horns. The-* are about
half a dozen of them, and when The Stab re¬

porter aimed liis camera at them from outside
the netting they one and all came scampering
up to tin- bars to have their pictures taken.
so that the negative shows a comical row of
horned heads p« eritig through the square
holes in thi grating. One of these animals has
!>een nar.ud "Oleomargarine" because, so say
the keeper*. h«- is the original butter. He is
fbe oldest in the Hock, a great strong fellow.
with horns like a giant's pitchfork and a bad
look /n his eye. for two years (the authorities
at fhe 7.i o are responsible for this tale) he has
done nothing bnt butt at a hoard on the edg*
of the «age. He first gnaws at it and the net¬
ting with his horns and then, j.lacing himself
squarely alx.nt two feet away, lets himself
at the obnoxious bouril with'a!! bis might, lot¬
ting it a crs< k tbat can he herird all over the
animal yard.

't here are several .¦(nailer animals in this in¬
cisure and a tine fl.u k of tin Leys and nucks.

oct-«»f IKIOR a.n ;kai_h.
In a l.ne of small caj?es across a narrow pas¬

sageway from the compartments are the other
animals that can be kept oat of doors, such ;-s
a 'iexican peccary. irnrae small barn owls,
h i~ ks. a fox and otners of that sort. The
owJs, a pair of them, are furnished with what
?' .¦mi- ti. be universal pivots in their necks, for
tiii-y have appari ntlv solved the problem of
turning their hi ads completely around without

\0l /
/» )/
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CODY'8 WAPITI.

moving their feet. They are the most solemn,
the v. i i st birds ir the whole collection.

Hunniiiv parallel "vith the building is another
!i:.« »ii i'yr( . those at the western end being
« voted to a couple of American eagles and a
>¦ r . I cross owl.,, the largest birds in the Zoo.
11, latter hiss and snap at all who couie near
it: '1 ii..\e beer, named Trial and Tribulation
from this habit.

TTE (IP.Jt OP THE COLLECTION.

Terhajis the gems of the whole Zoo. however,
art to 1 e found ia a couple of ca^es at tho
eastern end or this lir.e. In the first of these,
going from tho large inclosnre, is a magnifi-
c«nt coiigar or puma, an enormous brow n cat
wit!i eyes of an indescribable violet. She is
about three years old and very playful at times,
lor a while after her donation it was not
thought that fh>- would live, for she pined
away and was at one time a very sick cat. She
was allowed to go out into a small vard behind
tii<- main animal building, and there she gradu¬
ally re;.: lined the use of her powerful limbs and
«;rew strong again. Ore day she became so
frisky that Keeper Weedon was obliged to give
her a sound trouncing, and ever since thei she
has hated the sight of him. When he comes
near her cage she slinks awav to the rear and
neve> movi - her eves from 1dm. No amount

kindness can cure her of this habit, and she
will probably always be afraid of her master.
She is p. rfect'r well now. and promises to be
one of Uie liveliest animals in the new park.

THE YOCNO GRIZZLY.
The next cage contains a young grizzly bear

.bout two years old. but apparently able to
take care of himself. He is one of those rent-
less individuals th:\t never seem to have enoughwalking, and he has worn a track in the floor of
his small cage, where he has paced around and
around it in an attempt to exercise. He is
very good natnred anil, unlike his neighbor,has :i great fondness for Mr. Weedon. This
portrrit of him was taken while the latter was
feeding him a d'»g biscuit, the prepared food
tb;;t is given to the animsls occasionallv to

, *l\ then; in good condition, and of which
thev are verv fond. This was the first time
trait brum had ever hud his picture taken
standing up in this way

THE AXIItAL BflLDING
stands next to the Smithsonian building and is
a long, one-story structure, with a door in the
east end ami two others on the south side. In
it are contained tlio*e animals that cannot
stand the cold and have to lie carefully attended
to. As a rule it is a rather unpleasant place in
which to loiUr. owing to the somewhat pungent
odors which the presence of animals is alwavs
sure to produce. The cages are arranged on
either side of the central aisle, with the excep¬tion of one large cage of monkey-faced owL,
which stands in the center and is'opposite the
middle door on the side. Here is a row of the
queerest creatures imaginable, nine solemu
owls, whose monkey-like faces.they are well
named--are usually enough to cahse a general
lai.gb among the" beholders. This brood ot
owls was raised from one that was given to the
museum. with the aid of m couple
that were taken from the towers of
the ftmithsoiiiau building. They are
not as a rule indigenous to this rlimatc.
abounding in such states as Florida and Texas;
but of late there hat e been f«veral broods dis¬
covered here. They are about the siac of a

large dove, of a light brown or snuff color, and
they spend most of their time standing on on*
leg apiece, apparently asleep. But they are
not usually, for it is said by the keepers that
each and every one «f them has its eves filed
on a certain small hiAe in the floor Just in front
of the perch. Through this hols ft is the mis¬
fortune of rats to wander occasionally, but they
nsver go back, for at the first glimpse of a rat
each of thooe nine owls dives down to the hole,
snd in another minute poor rat has furnished a
meal for one of tbea. It is related th.t A1tT

<Uy . mink escaped from one of the cage* Md
therema itomp«d* of rata all through the
building. A hundred at least tried to escape
from the ravenous animal through this hole,
but a* fast as one would pat ita head up Into
the opening it would be nabbed by one of the
waiting nine. The owl* had more to eat that
day than they hare ever had since.

THE OCELOT.
One of the prettiest animals in the indoor

collection is a small tiger cat or ocelot that has
been here for about fire months. It is about
twice as large as the domestic cat, but more
strongly marked, with darker strip** than the
home tabbv. It is very tame, being quite plav-
fnl with the keeper*, so that it is frequently
taken from its cage and let to rnn on the grass,
making no effort to escape. The Utah re¬

porter tried to get a photograph of the little
fellow the other day while he was out on the
lawn, but the animal had so much curiosity as
to the camera that it insisted upon following
the reporter around so closely that it was im-
p'lMihle to get a proper focus. It was worse
than the average babv in a photograph gallerv.
Tins animal is somewhat lame and limps badly
when it walks. Keeper Weedon says that it
has been hurt by a door falling upon it, but it
is thought bv the officers of the museum that
this is one of those ouecr coses of spinal disease
that comes to animals of this nature when con¬
fined in small cagcs where they cannot give
their leaping muscles full play.

THE BEAK CAOE.
At the west end of tho building is a cage of

four bear*, perhaps the best collection of those
animals that the Zoo could have in the present
quarters. There arc three black bears and one
cinnamon. and the four form a very happy
family. Their cage is so arranged that they
have a little yard in which to walk around in
the open air and they stem to be quite happy
in their home. Two of the smaller lilack bears
came together and are known as Borneo and
Juliet. The other black bear is a jolly fellow,
very tame, and has a habit of climbing up on
the top of the buildiug and walking along the
roof, to the great astonishment of the visitors,
who invariably run to the keeper and tell him
that one of his animals has broken loose. He
never trie- to Ret away, but always returns
after his little trips along the ridge pole.

In the other end of the room are several
cages containing small animals, such as foxes
of various kinds, "possums," wood chucks,
hedge tii>K* and porenpineg. A pair of African
porcupines was received the other day and no-v
form one of the leading attractions of the room.
They have beautiful quills of extraordinary
length and sharpness, and bristle up at the
lease alarm.

TOO* WARM COUXTRTE8.
In a small room on the north side of the build-

in" are some tropical animals that require con¬

siderable heat, and here is the source of a loud
noise that usually frightens ;he visitors to the
Zoo. '! his noise sounds as if there was some
one outside who wanted to get in very hastily
and was loosing t"niper becan-.e no one paid at¬
tention to the knocking. Following up the
sounds it is found that they proceed from one
or both of a pair of uionkeya in a large cage at
the end of the room. 1 hey are very vicious
as well as mischievous, and furnish more
amusemen t than the r-st of the Zoo put to¬
gether. One of them is quite old and is almost
worried into a grave by the pranks of tho other,
i he loud noise is made by one of the rnonkevs
jumping to the top of a shelf that runs across
the back of the cage, and taking hold of it
wUh both "hands" and shaking it up and down
with all of its might. Or else it will jump over
to the netting and shake it back and forth so

violently that it wonld seem as if it would es¬

cape.
BIVd-TATLED MOJJKF.YS.

In the other cage is a trio of monkeys of
another soft, two of them being veritable ring
tails and the other one a Mexican spider. The
former are of the sort that curls its agile,
siruous caudul appenuage around neighboring
objects, to the great disgust of the owners of
the objects. They are very expert with their
tails and furnish a vast amount of fun for the
multitudes. The spider is a solemn little fellow
with a long reach and the three of them often
give very clever exhibitions of rope swinging
and various sorts of contortions. Just beneath
these . ages is a long trough in which are
hull a dozen or more great tortoises, that lie
stupidly all day long without moving. They do
not seem to be of the same brand as that which
Mr. ^sop once hei.rd of as beating a ha:o.

LIZAltDt) ALLIGATORS.
In another sort of cage trough i* n collection

of lizards and alligator*. One of the latter is
about three feet long, being two years old.
Another is somewhat shorter, but the rest of
them are between six inches and a foot long.
They, too. are very sluggish and are roused
li'om their sleep with great ditliculty.

THE PET.
The pet of the room, however, is a baby mon¬

key, one of the spider varietj, about four
months old. He is so small that he has to be
kept in a parrot's cage bv himself, where he
plays all sorts of quiet pranks in a slow, delib¬
erate* way that is exceedingly amusing. His
long tail is one of his chief reliances, and he
often uses it to purloin articles from the by¬
standers. He managed to steal a pencil fromthe hand of the reporter the other dav and re¬
fused to return it. The keeper said that the
monkey had always exhibitetf literary tastes.
He was formerly kept in the large cage with the
other spider and the ring tails, but they handled
him so roughly he had to be taken out to pre¬
serve his life. They would throw him, in piav,
entirely aero** the cage.Besides these animals that have been thus
specially mentioned there ire scores of others,
great and small, all beautiful specimens of their
kind, «omt beautiful in truth, some hideous,

playful, others bad tempered. Thev are
' all iu good condition and promise to be" very
happy in their new homes out on Rock creek.

Mine Worker* in Convention.
The United States mine workers of the coke

region are holding a delegate convention at
I'ittsburg to consider the new scale of miners'
demands as prepared by the wage committee.
This committee will meet the coke operators
on January 3 and present their scale of wages
for signature. At yesterday's contention about
sixty delegates of the various lodges reported.
The convention is the most interesting held at
any period of the year, since it regulates the
wages to govern the region. At yesterday's
meeting but little was doue and the principal
business transacted was confined to adjusting
matters for . long session.

Written for the Evtaiajf Star.

Snow.
(Christmas, if*a>

Tho Winter is a wondrous wizard wight,
Old as the hills, who on the earth below,
And high In airy regions loves to show

Bis many miracles to mortal sight.
I»! on this solemn, silent e'hn»tmas night.
Be has bidden all the wild winds cease to Mow.
And an invisible shuttle to and fro

Be throws, and weaves a web of purest white.
Who looks abroad may see It gradual grow,

While o'er the nnconacioas world he lays it light,
A swaddling sheet immaculate, men snow;

So in a dusky manger there was dight
In robe as spotless, centuries ago.

The sleeping child of whom the apostles write.

^
.W. L. SHOEMAKER.

Shot Dead While Skylarking.
Near the curve on the Norfolk and Wasters

railroad near Petersburg,^, Wednesday night
. party of negroes were firing off their pistols
in fun. Just as Philip Banks, a brakeman. was
firing his pistol aver his shou»<itr James Ward

TWO Arm D1XNKB

Wtaa* tw W«k Ha. rwlml I. N.w
York.

DB FATTON'* MMMU
a "<wtnunu o**rom.r** rrw eholamd
Din5**. xx-ra»tDBirr cunun) as a
tauu-bi mici at nt urou club.

Oomejxndan of Tk* Svt^mK 8Ur.
Nkw York, December 96.

The public dinner ia becoming more and
more the forum for the orator. On the more
ambition* occasion* of the tort all pretence of
an extemporaneous, happy-go-lucky quality it
abandoned and the most elaborate preparation*
.re made. The *peak( rg treat themselves
quite a* seriously and their speeche* are
listened to m critically a* at the lord mayor'*
banquet in London, where the British govern-
ment are supposed to outline their policy.
The New England dinner last Monday night
was no exception. Thi* occasion for yean haa
divided wiUi the chamber of commerce the
flrst place in the calendar of it« claw* and of
the two fa perhaps the more brilliant and en¬
joyable.
But I speak of the proceeding* this vear

more particularly to notice the man who made
the great speech of the night, and who is rap¬
idly becoming, or more properly has become
Known, as the man who alwavs makes the great
speech of the occasion. "This ig President
Francis L. Patton of Princeton College. Dr.
Patton does not believe much in the evolution
theory, so called, but he is himself a* striking
an example of evolution as the generation hag
witnessed, fully matching another parallel ex¬
ample of evolution in the person of Chauncev
M. Depew. Only a few years ago
President Patton was the obscure pastor
°r. an up-town Presbyterian church,
with a reputation for thorough, but rather
plodding scholarship, voted dull in the pulpit
ami without mnch snccess as a pastor. His
whole effect during this embrvonic stage was
that of a dry book worm-what the college
bovs would call a "dig." A few men knew his
value and believed in his stir, but the public at
large had no knowledge of or interest in him.
Me nrst gained the ear of the public bv the
strenuous and almost savage way in which he
conducted u theological controversy with a
noted heretic in the Presbyterian church. The
energy and the learning with whicti he. then a
pro.essor in Princeton College, conducted 'his
con«royerey, brought him to the front as a

champion of the itrietest Beet of Presbv-
terianism. As such his fame went abrsad
through all the seminaries, and to some defftee
beyond. No one. however, attached the enter¬
taining quality and scarcely iho philosophic
property to his speech, But once in the public
eve his evolution has been marvelous. When
r~?i n,Plr"i?C,!t,0f ^rinc('ton College to suc-

I?r- McCosh few knew him and fewer still
agreed with the theologians, who were almost
his oniy supporters. that he would make a
worthy executive and representative of a great
university. But, ai a mutter of fact he is
evincing a power and a charm that is not ex¬
ceeded by the most successful college presi¬
dents and is equaled by very few of them' He
easily ranks with Eliot of Harvard Dwight of
Yale, Low of Columbia and Oilman of
Johns Hopkins as a man who can be
counted upon to typify in any assemblage the
dneet culture and the most finished manners of
the American gentleman. One itriking ehar-

C ,n ^rt8i(Jcnt Patton s evolution is the
brilliancy of his wit, and m no particular has
the cut-and-dned plodding pHr»oii astonished
his friends more than in this. His epigrams
and boil-mots are as classic as those which gave
hearts the reputation he heir] airainst nil
comers for twenty years, of being the best
after-dinner speaker in New York. But in ad¬
dition ho hiis a gift of uttering the most telling
things on the gravest subject*, vet without
any violation of the implied obligation at a
iestivai not to wound or bore.

SAMPI.E 8ENTKNCS8.
To notice some of the sparkling sentences in

Monday night's speech, though s.ich extracts
always suffer from the surgery of the- scissors, he
began by a graceful tribute to the occasion

.
he kai.'1, *'at thiii table come to

be regarded as in itself the blue ribbon of i .ost-
Prandinl discourse." Presently he observed
that t;vo great books of adventure have re-
ccntly appeared. In the one we follow Mr
Stanley through 'darkest Africa* and in the
other we are told how Mr. McCullister -found'

J r:*'ir'i the iutter a» «". "'ore impor-
IVX i i

' toT Wh,le tLcre was a generaland I might *ay,a universal agreement among us
logurding the whereubouts of Africa, there has
heen great diversity of sentiment regarding the
boundary line of society." A moment after¬
ward, in tracing back American society to iw
source, he said that we could not organize a
Newport picnic without reverting to the Pil¬
grim fathers, and added, "Who, then will dr-

notV»" 11:'-V °f "mali!tLl"^' The lut!« one has
. ^come "¦ thousand, but we have good

22i M0rl{jT Ha.vl"g that the ligures have touched
! i * t

*urn,nK here to his more serious side,
he let fall an observation thai has the flavor of
the best passages in Thackeray. "Every man."
ne observed, "moves in his own world, "the out¬
sider passes his neighbor's door, looks in at hin
window and generally succeeds in misjudgingbun. i ae gift of seeing others as thev are is
quite as much to be coveted as that of'seeing
ourselves as others see us. Vanitv is no worte
than consciousness."

I am tempted to koep on quoting, especially
as it would improve the contents of mv letter
over any matter of my own: but 1 sha'll only
notice one or two other gems, quite in the
I.mersoniitu vein. l or instance, "Enforced
benevolence is taxation, and excessive taxation
is tvrrany. Authors get rich bv writing
Utopias in which they will get no copyright
.

Hie corporation is civilization s greatest
invention, and we owe it to the lioman
jurists. 1 here is but one thing needed, and
that is since law hag made it a person, the
gospel should give it a soul." When 1 say that
1 could go on quoting such sentences as this for
a col imu, 1 think all wall agree that the weli-
fed uescendants of the I'ilgrims, and their
friends, on Monday night listened to a very
great speech. '

CLEVELAND AC A SPEAKER.
The following night came another banquet,

quite as notable in its way, as around the ma¬
hogany in this instance half a thousand strong
and clear-headed men, who take their polities
very seriously met to put Orover Cleveland
squarely on the track for '92. This was the
dinner of the Beforrn Club, an organizationwhose vigorous growth is a striking and a veryhopeful sign of the times. At this dinner,
again the-ro was little pretense of spontaneity,
lhe toasts had been carefully apportioned
among eminent public men, the principal
speech being reserved for Mr. Cleveland. The
ex-President could not but have felt
proud of his welcome, for the assemblage

?.? ,U «vur-v word feU on at¬
tentive ears. Cleveland s popularity is un¬
questionable. both among tLe masses and
among the thinking few. And I don't think he
can be laughed down by jibes on his fat. Many
a big man has also been great. Cleveland
somewhat remind* me of Kutuzof, the antag¬
onist of Napoleon in the Bussian campaign. The
Kr° °l l^?Xi?°\48 To»'toi paints hun, wag

obese, half blind, slow, clumsy and dull. But
to speak after the manner of men, he got there
just the same: and he made his point just as
Cleveland makes his, by a certain relentless
seriousness of purpose and a phlegmatic indus¬
try of action along a choien course that in the
end tires out opposition and breaks it down bv
simple inertia. The*c fat men with an instinct
for rule in them, like Bismarck, for example,
or Henry the Eighth, are tough customer* to
cope with.

Cleveland', speech wag entirely character¬
istic, dignified, serious and deeply moral, a

po*t prandial homily such as the ex-President
invariably makes over the nuts and raisins. We
have not yet forgotten the golem n discourse
which he preached at the Washington banquet.But it ig singular how well these sermons are
liked coming from Cleveland. One is tempted
to call him the most popular pulpit orator of
the day The clergyman in his blood comes
out on these occasions and wins the hearts of
his not always godly hearers, because. 1 take it
men see in the speaker a politician who takes a
more serious view of duty than any one since
l^incolu. Phis is the universal expression: that
Cleveland, in a calm, strong, plain war, can be
depended on to do his duty.

Hzkst B. Elliot.

Widow Casey."Ah, Mr. Dolaa, when my
ould man died it left a big hotefaTay hearth

y.v" Caiiey, would v* moind
patchin it wid a bit out of mine?".Lift.

and Kate are going to be Mar

.
Too bad, isn't It, that they should

do aajr^lag to bring about aa estrangement.Mn0k * *°h ^*Tr~

FOR rOKTTXE'l FAVOKITKS.

When Madame La Mod* or Mamselle Bob
Ton hae got together several dosen article* of
dainty underwear, a number of sUgint gowas,
four or Ave wrap* of various sizes and ahape*,
and aa many hats, why then ia the opinion of
old-fashioned people she to thoroughly fitted
out for at laaat six month* to oome. But
for her time, temper and pocket book. Her
winter engagement* are eo many and of each
different nature*, and aha ia ao constantly meet¬
ing the member* of the same set, that the can¬
not wear the same gown very often or to the
»me kind of entertainment*. Though,
*s to too frequently the eaaa, her
stock of idea* may be f®w %nd h&ck*
neyed, her toilette* must be freeh and
maojr, according to her standard, that which
was in the height of style in October is already
passe and worn out by New Year'*. So her
milliner, modiste and tailor are continually on
the ;dert for new designs and odd conceptions,
and oh a consequent e milady appears overv
week or two in a new robe of "rare and radiant
design. Among the latest model* for afternoon
wear at doll bazars, flower shows and recep¬
tion* are the following from Redfern's:

A very dressy wrap of sealskin, lined with
golden brown quilted n&tin and trimmed with
.l golden chain band of golden otter. A narrow
band of this beautiful light fur encircle* the
collar.

This stylish itedfern gown consists of a deep
electric blue velvet, trimmed with u band of
stone marten. The bodice, from which falls a

deep fringe of brown, blue and gold cords, ia
also of velvet, braided in brown and gold. The
sides and back of the skirt and the boler J
acket and tdecves are of li^ht electric blue
cloth trimmed with fur upon the collar and
cuffs. The wide hat is of the velvet with fur
edge and trimmings of lighter lilac and gold
tinsel ribbon.

Stories About Stonewall Jackson.
From tbe NVw York Tribun
Apropos of the dc.itli of Gen. Cadmus Wilcox

I recall some characteristic anecdotes concern¬

ing Stonewall Jackson which he was in the
habit of relating. When Jackson first entered
West 1'oint he was regarded as u remarkably
stupid and green youth. Gen. Whiting, who
afterward served in the confederate army, was
then u cadet in the class above Jackson'*,
and was appointed to ask him some ques¬
tions in mathematics, in accordance with the
custom which then prevailed at the Military
Academy. Whiting' thought him at tirst re¬

markably dull, but noticed that he studied and
worked with dogged persistency. The class of
which Wilcox and Whiting were members was
graduated just prior to the Mexican war.
Several of the young officers were in Washing¬
ton on their way to Mexico and on the night of
their arrival thev were invited to go with Jef¬
ferson Davis, then a member of the House,
to a reception given at the White House.
Later both Puvis and T. J. Jackson turned their
faces toward the Bio Grande. At the closo of
the war Jackson ranked every member of his
class and was a brevet major and was stationed
on Governor's Island. near New York. Whit-
i"R. Wilcox and a number of young officers
were visiting New York and when several
brother officers from Governor's Island celled
on them Whiting asked:
"What has become of Tom Jackson; how la

he getting on?"
"Badly, badlv." replied the officer: "since he

has stopped fighting he has taken to fiddling.
He came over to this city a few weeks ago und
bought a fiddle, several bows and a pileof rosin.
You will remember at West Point there was no
music in his soul, no poetry, no relaxation,
nothing but hard application to his text-books.
So his new fad makes it awful for us. Every
minute he can spare Le devotes to practicing onthe fiddle and the sounds which fill the barracks
in his vicinity are beyond description; almost
beyond endarance."
"Ue patient," said Whiting, with a rmile; "it

'Tom Jackson is determined to master hi* vio¬
lin you will listen to a second Paganini before
he give* up."But Whiting's prediction wa* not verified.
Jackson never became a musician.

At Last.
When on mv day of life the night Is falling.
And, !n the winds from unsunned spaces blown,

I near far voices out of darkness calling
My feet to paths unknown.

Thou who hagt tnsde mv home of life so pleasant.
Leave not Its teii tct when its walls decay;

0 love divine, O Helper ever present,
Be thou my strength and stay!

Be near me when all else is from me drifting.
Band, stqr, home's picture, days of shade and

shine,.
And kindly faces to my own nplifting
The love which answers mine.

1 have but Thee, O Father! Let Thy spirit
Be with me then to comfort and uphold-No gate of pearl, no branch of palm 1 merit.
Nor street of shining gold.

Suffice It If, my good and III unreckoned,
And both forgiven through Thy aboundingeraae.

I Op<1 myself by bands familiar beckoned
unto my fitting place.

Some humble door among Thy many maimdm
Home sheltering shade where Ma and uxitwg

And flows forever through heaven's greea
The river of Thy

There from the music round about me ateaUnc,
.
Wn would learn the new and holy son*.

And find at last beneath Thy trees of nealinx
The life for which I long.

.*. o. Wiimn.

From Mnnsey's Weekly.
"What?" said the judge. "Too 1 __

r°"Jjonor, when I think of how kind
the prison officials are and how oold tbe world
a I oome to fee conclusion feat it don't pay

TUT DIVIDES TBS NT.
A Great (iame of Dnw, ta Wkkk Mm j

and the MmmI S>iwi< tpsitliit B
ftwn th« New York 8ia.
"I sat down to 4 quiet little |uu of tew a

couple of week* ego «pln> mag little town in
western New York," Mid John Gilbert. the trav¬
eling groceryman. "There were Are m in the
game. One wu Col. Bolton of the
Baltimore and Ohio railroad and one
**. *be (rood Deacon Rogers of the
Implex Bait Company. We had plated eev-
eral hands without anything excit¬
ing baring occurred, and It came to the deacon

fV*'. " the colonel's arte. I didn't ret
anr kind of a hand, bnt I chipped in with the
colonel. The player who sat next to me cmtrie
in, and the wan next to him didn't stay. The
deacon raised the ante fire. The colonel saw
him and stayed. I had no further business with

J5? * oot.
" "ow many card*, colonel?' «aid the dea-

card^mihng bUndly' T**l^y *o count off the
" **nt atiy." Mid the colonel.
TTtatso?' sei l the deacon, still sailing, ae

he laid down the pack. 'Sorry for yon. I don't
want any, either. Your bet."
"The colonel bet five, the limit. The deacon

ww htm and raised him fire. The colonel Mood
..?1r .

*nd weTlt Ar* The deacon,.till smiling, came to the front and raised the
colonel five more.

«j 6° *ny further, colonel,'.aid the .leacon. Tve got you beat bad.'
<w. ^er vou mind me.' said the colonel.
When I ft through with vou you'U want to
kick yourself from here to Rochester. There's
your fire. Five better.'
"The deacon «tnlllngly came in and raised

the colonel s bet five. And so it went on until
it took the deacon h last five chips to raise the
colonel. The colonel had Just fire left.
" 'It . a cclo«tfal sheme to hare to call on

.rich a baud asl've got,' said he; "but what's
the use? I call yon, dencon. What rou cot*
"'Straight!' said the de«-on, his mile

broadening.
"'So hare I!' said the colonel 'And it'll

bent any straight you're got.'
"Guess not, replied the deacon. There's an

ace on top of mine.'
" 'Ace high here!' exclaimed tlie colonel.
" 'King next.' said the deacon, smiling more

and more.
" 'King here!' said the colonel.
" 'Queen next.'
" 'Queen here!'
" 'Jock next.'
" 'Jack here!"
" '^en next,' said the deacon, still smiling.

en here !' exclaimed the colonel.
_Now I ve got you !' said the deacon, and his

.mile was a sight 'Mine's all clubs!'
u* ro,w»V0n bain't Sot me. br thunder!"
shouted the colonel. 'Mine's all spades!'"'I he deacon laid down his hand.

'''Well, 111 be d !' exclaimed the coioncL
laying down his hand.
" 'So will I!' crie.l the deacon, but withdrew

the remark and said he'd be dinged."Sure enough, there they lay, two beautiful
straight flashes. One was just aH good as the
other, and twomadderiaen you never saw thr.n
the colonel and the dencon. All thev could do
of course, was to dividt the pot. 'What were
the winnings? Well, the colonel and the dea¬
con each put in forty chips. I had in one and
the fellow next me had in one. Forty-two.1 hey ouch drew out twentv-one, and won 'a cent
apiece. Oh. didn't I tell you? \\ e were play¬
ing penny ante, five cents limit."

A Remarkable Colored Singer.
From the PittsburgCommercial Gazette.
Miss Flora Batson, known us the greatest

colored singer in the world, created such a
furore in Old City Hall last eveuing that before
the program was half through the excitement
had become so intense that cries of "bravo"
were heard from all parts of the house, many
people oroie to their feet, and applause
was uproarious and deafening in it* in¬
tensity and not onlv rounded out
the conclusion of selections, but broke in
spontaneously at every interlude. The au¬
dience was largely made up of colored peopleand the entertainment iteelf was given for the
benefit of the Ebeneser Colored Baptist ChurchThe singer was certainly a marvel. Her voice
showed a compass of three octaves, from the
purest, clear-cut soprano, sweet and full to
the rich, round note* of the baritone
register. At no time wis effort appar¬
ent, whether in the echoes of the silvor bugle
of the hnntsman's horn, the song of the
whippoorwill and the trills jf the prettr bird-
like melodies, or in the hcarv l>aritone selection
of operatic measures or the solos of masculine
scope. So quickly and easily eould the transi¬
tion be made that duet selections for the male
an<l femal> voice were charmingly rendered
and with the effectiveness which might result
from two well-trnined voices. Almost the
entire program was rtlegated to Miss Bateon
two soloists of local renown. Will H. Thompsonand Isaac Washingron. and the choir of the
Ebenezer Church furnishing the only outside
selections. Not only were the program num¬
bers rendered by the colored Jenav I.ind. but
three and even four ret ails were acknowledged.
I rof. tilttings presided at the piano and urged
on the encores with intense satisfaction. One
encore selection. "Polly, the Cows Are iu the
Corn, showed the ability of the singer in effec¬
tive gesture and brought the people to their feet
uproariously. Miss Bateon fell into the enthu¬
siasm of the occasion and acceded to the encore
demands heartily and graciously. In manner
Bhe is a quiet, unassrniing little bodr. Uer
gown last night was y« llow satin and black lace.
In her hair she wore a broad gold filigree fillet!
crown shaped and sparkling with gems. The
ornament was the gift of citizens of l'hilndel-
phia presented to her in the Academy of Music
after a successful concert About her
neck she wore a beautiful necklace with
long pear-shaped pendants, the gift of the
New York people at the couclusion cf
un engagement there some time ago. Each
of her diamond rings, one set with eighteen
stones, hu« been the gift of admiring audi¬
ences. She has l>een singing for the la 4
twelve years, and with her manager. J. H.
Bcrjjen, is now returning from a concert tour
of eighteen months' duration along the Pacific
coast. After the concert last evening the sweet
singer was tendered a reception, and for a time
it i-eally aeemed as though the clamor of the
audience would never quiet.

The Railroad Wu Carried Away.
From the Galitfmni Messensar.
By way of honestly and truthfully showing

you the extraordinary carelessness and inapti¬
tude of the government of Ireland even in the
immediate past let me tell you a true .tory.
Some twenty or twenty-fire yean ago it was aet
forth that a railway from Parsonstown. on the
Great Southern railway, and Portumna. an im¬
portant town on the Shannon, would regener¬
ate East Galwav, much as the new lines of rail-
wa7 °Ltoda-v are to regenerate Mayo and Done¬
gal. The local landlords.tlier still flourished
in those days.provided a fair "share of the cost
of the works. The government lent the balince
on mortgage. In duo time the rad way failed
to pay oven its working expensea. The'govern-
inent foreclosed. The nulwav was shut up
Thu was bad enough; yet this is by no means
the worst. For the other day it was proposedto resume traffic cn the line under certain local
guarantees. The details were well-nigh settled
when it was found tha; the line was non-exist¬
ent. The rails hail been torn up and the
sleepers removed by the neighbors. The line
belonged to no one, only to the government
which had foreclosed, and had not thought it
worth while to employ a watchman to protect
the property.

Georgia'* LstMt Dog Story.
A gentleman of Athens, says the Athena (Ga.)

Banner, has a fox terrier which seems to have
something moro than instinct. Thert appears
to be someting like reasoning power directing
some of her action*. She has been sleeping in
the basement of the house la a box placed
under the stairs for her cocvenienoe. Re¬
cently one of the servant* mlisnrl a
shawl, which early in the morning and late at
night she had been accustomed to wear. A
short time ago she went down stairs late at
night, and, glancing into Spot's box. saw the

"P tn "fcawl. She
didn t disturb the dog, but told her master
about it the next morning, and he concluded to
watch the dog that evening. The shawl was
missing as usual during the day. At night,
when everybody else had left the (nsement, be
.aw Spot scratch away * lot of kindling wood
in the cellar and scratch out the shawl. She
palled it across the floor to her box, and! care¬
fully adjusting it, took one corner in her teeth
and rolled orer twice. In the morning the
shawl was not in her box, and a soareh of the
woodpile revealed that the clever dog had re¬
moved it and carefnlly covered it op.

Trinidad's Futara.
Trinidad, CoL, is on the evs of an era of

great prosperity. Its wonderful natural re¬
sources in coal, coke, iron, ¦»«"* t^n

drees Trinidad Land and ,

pany, Trinidad, CoL.AdoL
Ua

Uncle Joab.''
Uncle Joab."Ha, sab; aeaah! dey ain't ae

trufeindat story. Wefiun' ahorSt'saes'ta
fat

de pulpitW summer, last I ain'tmiou.
aaimafas dat one you qpeak at MM I he'a de

WOMDERFVL rAKAUlKK FISH.

Changing (Vilort ud lu R*.
.»«*«».I* lal»U||fM«.

From tb* K»w fork Kan
The "Mfbt of two brilliantly colored flak arid

alot of little tUh. evidently their offspring. at¬
tract* a crowd every day in front of an aqna-
ti< * wlndow OB F-*-< lfith stivet They are

par*line tUh from Cockm China, and the two
adult fltli hare performed a feat no two flab of
the *W perfonned before in thia coun¬
try. They have reproduced Utile paradise
ftoh. and (rreat in the joy of the flab sharps who
Tiait the place and learn the way the A«h build
their neat*. The »harp« term the par.vti** tl-h
nwcropodn* vennstus, that li »o *ay. Ng-fo«ted
beauty. It ia called a paradise flsh because of
the Tariety and brilliancy of 11* color*. It ia
indigenous to Cochin China and India an<1 ia
about three inches long when full grown. Mr.
S»n»n«-1, who h.td the Ash iient to New Tork

flah'nan^.r»\>iu"i'1 C°t**nin**.

,'T1*?^1 ". It..' »n color and to Mottled
qxto* an* iha gill* blue, horde-wl

wiUi The evu* art yellow an.l re.!,
and the pupil black. The ai.tea of the kx.a% are
enmaoa, with ten or twelve vertical blue
.tripes. The tail to cresccnt in ahape aad ia
crnnaon. with a blue border.
. .'.^"hr4n fl"h *. excited all the color* are
brilliant. W hen the male flab i» firbun* for
the possession of a female of the .pec.eThe el-
tend* all his fins and displays chair moat rind
c«lora. The tail to covered with amail spots
like the ev©k on a peacocks tail and the under
.urfaee of the flak become* Jet black. The col-
or* ^ dorsal fin chnn>fv constantly from
grttn to blue, sometime* showing white apota
and the body trembla* perceptibly. radiating
colors of every hue. "

'The flaii go" to the top of the water verv
often for aw. They are exceeding inquisi¬
tive. and when a person approaches their tank
they swim close to the gla>» and look ut hitn.
At times I have noticed them reating on the
bottom of the tank, supported on the two lone,
srorlet ffpnu«. looking much it* * bo? dot*
when reclining on hu elbows irtdiaf.
"As summer approaches the hah become

rery active and build a m ut. The male tight*
for the po*ea*ion of the female and the victor

betakes himself to a corner of the aquariumwhere he commence* to construct bin uest'
Idng a position about on inch below the sur¬
face of the water he frequently taken air into
his mouth and then ejects it foreiblv in the
shape °f little bubbles covered with a glatiuoua
nu balance which prevent#, them from bursting
for several hours. He continuea to make bulZ

. ,ln.tl1 he has a little floating platform about
kix inches in circumference and a quaiter of an
inch thick.
"When the nest to finished the f< i iale ap¬

proaches and deposit* her eggs bei eath t/e
nest. The male gathera the eggs with hia
mouth an J places them on the bubblv rest.

| "When all the eggs have been cared tor the
, female again makes her appearance aud the
operation is repeated until about 1.GU0 eg a

^ nest. TJ>e egjrs hatch out in about
thirty-six hoars. The father guards the young
very jealously and will not jiermit anvthing
moving to approach near them. lie wdl even
light hib mate if she comes cloae to anv of the
amall ones. although I have never seen her uio-

» .?,* \ .

m' In period I have seen the mule
kill hu mate. For the first three duvs the
young fish are kept near the surface, and' after
that the male di»i>er»c* thein bv puffing at
them. If any weak ones sink he gathers them
in his mouth and fin* them to the surface. As
the young increase in size he instructs them
how to find food. When thev are fifteen days
Old they look like the adult fish.
"They are fed on earthworms and raw beef

and during the cold we. ther I keep them com¬
fortable bv keeping an incandescent lti-candle
power lamp 1-uming und«.r them day and
night. Th«y cannot endi re a temperature
lower than 54 degrees or higher than 9.', degrees.
Aside from temperature they are very hardy and
exceedingly prolific in xummer. Mv pair
reached me late in the fall, but bv the use ofth®
electric Ir.mp I was enabled to raise the teraper-
"ture to SO degrees, and thev commenced! to
build. I raised twenty-four sinall fish, bnt the
cold weather hat since killed some of them
J he males are v-sry intelligent, and thev can be
taught many thuigs. such aa ringing a bi-ll when
they are hung y by pulling a cord dangling in
the water.

He Never Thought of It,
From the New iork 'lYibune.
When Henry M. Stanley lectured in Scran-

ton on Wednesday eyening of last week an in¬
formal reception was held and many people
availed themselves of the opportunity of
shaking the explorer's hand. Among the
number was Mr. E. E. Hendrick, a wealthy
manufacturer of Carbondale, who stopped and
.aid- -Mr Stanley, one of the things in vour

.In T 1 it t.1-. 4 9 1 I al a. #
*» mr tUlll^B IU your

book, -In Darkest Africa,' tuat inurested n e
most was your vivid account of the sufferings
of your party iu Starvation Camp.'but out
thing I never could nndereund. When jr ur
men were dying for want of food, why didn't
they fish since they wew so near
the river/ Mr. Stanley's face was a
study. Ho looked at his questioner aa if

u" Jb,ow- "Wh> r be exclaimed,
and then hesitated in evident surprise and
consternation for several moments: "whv I
don't believe any on«i ever thought of It!"
The hero of the dark continent who has com¬
manded admiration because he knew so often
judt what to do at critical times, confesses that
w^th food within his reach he did uot see it
when starving. Mr. Hendrick moved on with
the parting injunction: "Mr. Stanley, the next
tim: you form an exploring party take a Yan¬
kee with you."
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